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SHELTER VOLUNTEERING

When you volunteer with Watauga Animal Services, you’re giving the
animals one of the greatest gifts of all — your time. Whether you’re
spending one-on-one time with the animals, helping out at events, or
assisting in some other way, you’re helping the animals to feel loved.
Animal Services staff has created a Volunteer Program that we hope
will leave you with a better understanding of animal sheltering, animal
welfare, and animal care issues.
To complete a Volunteer Application online, visit www.cowtx.org
You must be 18 or older to volunteer at the Animal Services Center.

"Volunteers are not paid
-- not because they are worthless but
because they are PRICELESS."

WHICH PET IS
RIGHT FOR YOU?
Your personality and lifestyle, along with challenges

such as space restrictions and amount of time spent at
home, should be explored to determine what pet is
right for your household. Research different breeds and
ask shelter staffers for guidance—they're experts at
making perfect matches!

If You’re Considering Adopting a Dog:
Loyal and loving, dogs are social animals who thrive on
being upstanding members of their families.
If there are young children in your home, a puppy
may not be your best bet. You may want to
consider adopting a medium-sized dog over five
months of age.
It is a good idea to draw up a schedule of who in
the family will help with the care of your new dog,
including walking, playing, feeding and grooming.
Don’t forget to have your new friend spayed or
neutered.

If You’re Considering Adopting a Cat:
Cats are known to be graceful, athletic, playful,
sensitive and affectionate.
Make sure everyone in the house is prepared to
have a cat.
Cats can be very independent. Make sure everyone
knows that the fun begins only after the cat feels
safe and their needs are met.
Once you're sure everyone is ready for feeding,
litter changing and grooming, you can divvy up
chores among family members so everyone is
prepared to care for a new kitty before it arrives.
As with dogs, it’s important to have your new feline
friend spayed or neutered.

PREPARING YOUR
HOME FOR A NEW
CAT OR DOG

Whether it's tightly sealing your garbage cans or paying attention
to dangerous decorations during the holidays, you'll need to make
your home safe before adopting. That includes keeping toxic
foods, pet-unfriendly plants and dangerous household items out of
paw's reach. Here are some suggestions for preparing your home
to welcome a new canine or feline companion.
Put a cozy bed for your pet in every room. Pets are much
more likely to keep off of furniture if they have attractive
alternatives.
If you have a cat, try putting double-sided sticky tape or
upside-down carpet runners on furniture to discourage them
from scratching.
Avoid vertical blinds, pooling drapery, ornate tassels and long
cords that can become strangulation hazards.
If you have cats, be sure to install high-quality metal screens
on all windows.
It may be a good idea to roll up and store decorative rugs
until your new dog is fully house-trained.
Provide your new cat with a variety of scratching posts and
perches.
Use dog crates and gates to confine your new dog when
home alone until their house manners earn them
unsupervised freedom.
Provide plenty of “legal” things for your dog to chew. If they
have attractive toys and bones of their own, they’ll be much
less likely to gnaw on your things!
Check to make sure that plants in and around your home are
not poisonous to pets.

Shelter Intake &
Surrender
Due to these overwhelming intake rates, shelters
often struggle to adopt out all—or even most—of the
animals who come through their doors. With so many
lives at stake, it’s important to understand exactly
what we’re up against:
Of the approximately 6.5 million companion
animals who enter shelters nationwide every
year, approximately 3.3 million are dogs and 3.2
million are cats.
Each year, approximately 1.5 million animals are
euthanized (670,00 dogs and 860,000 cats).
Approximately 3.2 million shelter animals are
adopted each year (1.6 million dogs and 1.6
million cats).
About 710,000 animals who enter shelters as
strays are returned to their owners (620,000
dogs and 90,000 cats).
Of the dogs entering shelters,
approximately 48% are adopted and 20% are
euthanized
Of the cats entering shelters, approximately 50%
are adopted and 27% are euthanized
About twice as many animals enter shelters as
strays compared to the number that are
relinquished by their owners.
*These estimates are based in part on Shelter Animals Count data and
other known and estimated sources, 2015-2018. Currently, no government
institution or animal organization is responsible for tabulating national
statistics for the animal protection movement. These are national estimates;
the figures may vary from state to state.

Desperately Seeking Homes
Heartworm Positive Dogs No Adoption Fee
GO BIG OR GO HOME! If that's your
motto, then I'm your dog! I'm Gladiator,
and I'm a 3-year-old German Shepherd
mix that some have described as
"needing to learn manners" but I prefer
to think of myself as EXUBERANT and
FUN-LOVING! I'm really, really excited
to meet you and show you just why
they call me a Gentle Giant.

Impounded at the Shelter on 04/22/19

Dewey boy is ready for a new bed to
sleep on! Although, he doesn’t get
much sleep here at the shelter he loves
a good nap after going out and
exploring his new environment. Dewey
is not yet neutered so he can be a little
pushy with female dogs, but would
love to meet his new siblings before
being adopted. We are working on
Dewey’s basic commands, but this
handsome boy is eager to please!
Impounded at the Shelter on 06/29/19

This macho boy is Danny. He always
seems to be happy and excited to be
around people. Danny does great on a
leash and would love to go for walks.
He is a little pushy with other dogs, so
he would need to be tested to find the
right match. Danny is looking for a new
home where he can be someone’s new
world and get the attention he
deserves.

Impounded at the Shelter on 06/26/19

June 2018/2019 Statistics:
Impounds
Adoptions
Transfers
Return to Owner
Euthanasia

2018
83
28
7
19
20

2019
68
29
6
10
13

111
4
0
15

76
5
0
19

Service Calls
Bites
Dangerous Dogs Deemed
City Licenses Issued

MEOWS AND HOWLS:
T.C.A.P. Vaccination Clinic
August 10, 2019 from 10a.m. – 12p.m.
Texas Coalition for Animal Protection (T.C.A.P.) is
joining us to provide low cost vaccinations and other
various pet services. Cash or Charge ONLY
T.C.A.P Services:
Rabies Vaccination
Flea and Tick Prevention
Heartworm Prevention
Other Various Vaccines
Watauga Animal Shelter Services:
Micro-chipping
City Registration

$5.00
$12.00
$25.00 - $35.00
$10.00 - $15.00
$15.00
$5.00

