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WATAUGA
ANIMAL
SERVICES

Helping make the world a more humane
place for animals!

“Animals are such agreeable friends - they ask
no questions; they pass no criticisms.”
~George Eliot

5203 Watauga Road
Watauga TX 76137
(817)656-9614

WATAUGA ANIMAL
SERVICES CENTER
Now accepting
VOLUNTEERS!
When you volunteer with Watauga Animal
Services, you’re giving the animals one of the
greatest gifts of all — your time. Whether you’re
spending one-on-one time with the animals,
helping out at events or assisting in some other
way, you’re helping the animals to feel loved.
For that, everyone here at Watauga Animal
Services is incredibly grateful, especially the
animals.

Process:
City of Watauga Volunteer Applications can
be found on the city's website,
www.cowtx.org
Once Human Resources has received your
completed application it will then be sent to
Animal Services for review.
Approved applicants will go through an
interview process and background check
completed by the Watauga Police
Department.
Chosen applicants will complete orientation
and training with the Animal Services
Supervisor.
NOW the fun begins!!

A volunteer is a person who remembers to do the
things to make others happy, who takes the loneliness
out of the alone by being with them, who is concerned
when others are unconcerned, who has courage to be
a prophet and to say things that have to be said for the
good of all." ~Author Unknown

Why Did The Chicken Cross The Road?
To get to Watauga of course!
On Monday, May 13, 2019, Watauga City Council passed an Ordinance allowing Watauga residents to
house between 1 and 6 Backyard Chickens on their property.

City Code of Ordinance Chapter 6 Animals, Article VII - Livestock and Fowl, Division 3.
Backyard Chickens will go into effect July 12, 2019

Backyard Chicken Guidelines:
Coop & Exercise Yard Specifications:

Coop and exercise yard must be
constructed of decay-resistant wood, or
wood that has been pressure treated to
resist decay, galvanized steel or aluminium.
Coop may be located ABOVE the exercise
yard.
The height of the coop shall not exceed
eight (8) feet in height above grade or the
lowest height above grade of the fence
enclosing the backyard.
The exercise yard frame shall securely hold
the wire enclosure on all edges of the
enclosure.
Coop shall be constructed with three (3) or
more sides with a roof that will allow
chickens to be protected from the elements.
Coop must provide direct access by an
enclosed passage to the exercise yard.
The coop shall provide no less than five (5)
square feet of area per chicken, not to
exceed eighty (80) square feet total.
The exercise yard shall provide no less
than fifteen (15) square feet of area per
chicken, not to exceed one hundred and
twenty (120) square feet total.
Coop and Exercise yard must be
maintained in a sanitary condition.

Standards for Keeping Backyard
Chickens:

No more than six (6) backyard chickens
may be kept on an individual property, tact
or residential lot.
Backyard chickens shall be kept in a secure
coop or exercise yard which prevents
escape.
During daylight hours, chickens under
direct supervision and control of an adult
shall be allowed to roam in rear yard
outside of their enclosure.
Rear yard of location where backyard
chickens are kept must be properly fenced
and not less than four (4) feet in height.
Adequate food, shelter, water and care
shall be provided in a humane manner. All
hay, grain and feed shall be enclosed in a
manner that it is not accessible to rats, flies,
mosquitos, etc.
Manure and droppings shall be removed
from pen, yard, coop, etc. regularly.
Wings must be clipped on each backyard
chicken so as to prevent flying over the
backyard fence.

Backyard Chicken Inspections by Animal Services:
Fees:

$60 Nonrefundable Permit Application Fee
- Paid at the Watauga Animal Services
Center with a complete Permit Application.
$17 Annual Permit Fee - Paid at the
completion of the 2nd inspection and at the
time of each annual inspection completed
there after.

Inspection I:

This inspection will allow staff to view your
property to verify adequate space is available
for your proposed coop and exercise yard per
your Site Plan. Permit Application must
include:
Certificate of Completion of a City offered
Backyard Chicken education class.
Site Plan showing the proposed location for
the coop and exercise yard on the property.
This shall also include a floor plan and side
elevations of coop and exercise yard along
with property lines, building lines, yard
setbacks, right-of-ways, easements and/or
other structures located on the property.
$60 non-refundable application fee.

Reminders:

A person may harbor or possess no more
than 6 backyard chickens.
A residence may have only one (1) chicken
coop and one (1) exercise yard.
Not more than one (1) permit may be issued
for an individual property.
Permits are non-transferable.
Renters must provide written approval from
the property owner allowing backyard
chickens on the property. Must be notarized.
Applicant must complete an educational
program offered by the City regarding the
keeping of backyard chickens prior to permit
application submission.

Inspection II:

This inspection is a followup to inspect the
construction of the coop and exercise prior to
the resident obtaining backyard chickens.
There will not be a third inspection once you
have brought backyard chickens onto your
property, however we do reserve the right to
verify at anytime the number of chickens on
your property and that their wings have been
clipped in accordance with City Ordinance.
If you have submitted a Permit Application
to Animal Services and you do not own the
property, you will need to submit written
authorization from the property owner
allowing you to have backyard chickens on
the property. This must be notarized.

Violations:

Possession of Roosters and/or Crowing
Hens
More than the allowable number of
chickens on the property (max 6)
Selling of eggs and/or chicken byproducts
Processing of deceased chicken within
public view
Chicken outside of its' enclosure (at-large)
No permit
Failure to provide sufficient care

APRIL 2018/2019 STATISTICS
2018

2019

IMPOUNDS

56

75

ADOPTIONS

14

21

TRANSFERS

6

9

RETURN TO OWNER

25

11

EUTHANASIA

8

12

SERVICE CALLS

137

83

BITE INVESTIGATIONS

5

6

DANGEROUS DOGS DEEMED

0

0

CITY LICENSES

29

10

The Dangers of Leaving Your Pet in the Car
Never, ever leave your pet alone in a parked car on a warm day — Not even for a
minute. On a warm day, the temperature inside your vehicle can rise quickly into the
danger zone. For example, on an 85-degree day it takes only 10 minutes for the
temperature inside your parked car to climb to 102 degrees. In a half hour, it can hit
120 degrees. Leaving windows cracked doesn't drop the temperature inside the
vehicle. Leaving your car running with the air conditioner on is dangerous for a
whole host of reasons.

Leaving a pet unattended in a vehicle in extreme heat or cold is a criminal act in
several states and municipalities. Most statutes have rescue provisions that allow
certain individuals – for example police officers, firefighters, animal control officers,
store employees -- to do whatever is necessary to rescue an animal trapped in a
vehicle in extreme temperatures. On summer days, it's best to leave your pet home
where she can stay cool, hydrated, and safe.

WHAT TO DO IF YOUR DOG IS OVERHEATED
At the first sign of overheating, immediately take action to cool
down your dog. Vetstreet recommends the following steps to treat
heat exhaustion in dogs:
1. Immediately move your dog to a cooler area, either indoors
where there is air conditioning or in the shade under a fan.
2. Use a rectal thermometer to check his temperature. Heat
exhaustion typically occurs when a dog's temperature falls
between 103 and 106 degrees. A temperature above 106 places
him at risk for heat stroke. If he's in the danger zone, call your
veterinarian.
3. If you're near a body of fresh water, such as a lake or a baby
pool, let your dog take a dip to cool down. Otherwise, you can
use cool, wet cloths or towels to help him out. Place your cool
wet cloths on his neck, armpits, and between his hind legs, and
you can also gently wet his ears and paw pads with cool water.
4. If he's conscious and willing to drink, give him cool, fresh water.
Don't force it, however, as it may end up in his lungs. If he can't
or won't drink, or can't keep water down, wet his tongue with
water instead. Don't feed him ice cubes, which could cause his
temperature to drop too quickly, leading to shock.
5. Get him to the vet. If you haven't already done so, call
ahead so they can be ready to take immediate action
as soon as you arrive.

DID YOU KNOW?

You Can Apply Sunscreen to Your Pet...
Believe it or not, pets get sunburns too, especially those with short
or light hair coat. And just like with people, it hurts and can even
lead to skin cancer. If you are planning to spend a day out in the
sun with your furry companion, apply sunscreens every 3-4 hours to
the least hair-covered spots: bellies, ears, and nose. Use only
sunscreens made specifically for pets. Your vet could advise on
the product suitable for your pet fur kid.
You Should Not Shave Your Pet...
You might think shaving your dog and cat for the summer is the
best solution to overheating. But a pet's coat is naturally designed
to keep it cool during the summer and warm in the winter. Feel free
to trim the fur on your pet in the summer, but never shave. Be sure
to leave at least a full inch of hair to protect your pet’s skin from
sunburns. And don’t forget about your pet’s
regular grooming schedule, no matter what season it is.

You Should Provide Water More Often Than You Need it...
Dehydration in dogs and cats is a real possibility during the
summer. Our dogs get much thirstier than we do when they get hot.
Signs of dehydration include dry gums and excessive drooling.
Make sure your pet always has access to fresh, clean water inside
the house and bring a bottle for your furry companion when going
outside, just like you do for yourself. You might also switch to a wet
dog food during the hotter months to increase fluid intake. Keep
your pet in the shade as often as possible. While dogs and cats like
to sunbathe, direct sunlight can overheat them (especially dogs)
and lead to heat stroke.
Summer is upon us, Animal Services wants to remind you that
allowing your pet to remain outside without adequate shelter,
food and water is against City Ordinance.
Reference: Chapter 6 Animals, Article VI Animal Care,
Section 6-291

