NOISE AND NUISANCE
The ownership, boarding, using, maintaining, or otherwise
keeping of any animals or birds which, either singly or in
conjunction with other such maintained, owned, controlled
or kept animals or birds, create such noise, barking, odors,
unsightly conditions, unsanitary conditions or other offenses
which endanger the health, safety or welfare of the general
public or surrounding property owners, or which
unreasonably interfere with the peaceable use and
possession of surrounding property, is prohibited and shall
be deemed a public nuisance.
CONFINEMENT OF UNSPAYED FEMALE
Any unspayed female dog or cat in the state of estrus (heat)
shall be confined during such period of time in a house,
building or secure enclosure and said area of enclosure shall
be so constructed that no other dog or cat may gain access to
the confined animal. Owners who do not comply shall be
ordered to remove the animal in heat to a boarding kennel,
veterinary hospital or animal shelter.
ANIMAL BITE & QUARANTINE
Any dog or cat which has bitten or scratched a person shall
be observed for a period of ten days from the date of the bite
or scratch. The procedure and place of observation shall be
designated by the investigating officer or responsible agency,
in compliance with state law. If the dog or cat is not
quarantined on the owner's premises, quarantining shall be
by impoundment in the city animal shelter, or designated
shelter, or at any licensed veterinary hospital of the owner's
choice. Stray dogs and cats whose owner cannot be located
shall be quarantined in the city animal shelter or designated
shelter. The owner of any dog or cat that has been reported
to have inflicted a bite on any person shall on demand
produce said dog or cat for impoundment.
BACKYARD CHICKENS
A person may harbor or process no more than 6 backyard
chickens on a residential property after first having obtained
a permit from the City and making payment of a
non-refundable application fee.

Animal Services is a division of the Watauga Police
Department. Our goal is to protect the health and safety of
both humans and animals in our community. Animal Services
promotes the humane treatment of animals and encourages
responsible pet ownership. Animal Services aims to provide
both professional and reliable services for the citizens and
animals of Watauga.
The Animal Services Center provides services to the citizens
and pets of Watauga. The center is open to lost, stray and
unwanted animals in the city. Animal Services provides
humane care, shelter and adoption services.
Animal Control is available after hours for animal related
emergencies, if you need assistance please call the
non-emergency dispatch line at 817.514.5897.

WATAUGA ANIMAL
SERVICES CENTER
5203 Watauga Road
Watauga, TX 76137

SHELTER HOURS

Monday - Friday 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sunday Closed

CONTACT DETAILS

Shelter: (817)656-9614
Fax: (817)788-8865
Email: WataugaTXAnimals@yahoo.com

ONLINE RESOURCES
Facebook.com/
WataugaAnimalServices
Petfinder.com
Adoptapet.com

WATAUGA
ANIMAL
SERVICES
CITY OF WATAUGA ORDINANCES

ANIMALS LEFT IN A MOTOR VEHICLE UNATTENDED
If an animal is left in an unattended motor vehicle and is
showing signs of distress, Watauga Animal Services, with
assistance from the Police Department, will use any
reasonable means to rescue the animal.
RABIES VACCINATION
Every owner of a dog or cat four months of age or older shall
have such animal vaccinated against rabies by a licensed
veterinarian. The animal must receive a booster vaccination
within the 12-month interval following the initial vaccination.
The owner shall then have the option of continuing the yearly
vaccination or having the animal vaccinated every three
years. Any person establishing residence within the city shall
comply with this requirement within ten days of establishing
such residence.
CITY LICENSE
All dogs and cats four months of age or older which are kept,
harbored, or maintained within the corporate limits of the
city shall be licensed. Cat and dog licenses shall be issued by
the animal control officer or his agents upon payment of the
required fee for each cat or dog.
MULTIPLE PET OWNERSHIP
Any person, firm, or corporation wishing to keep more than
three dogs and two cats or three cats and two dogs and who
does not possess a kennel permit may procure a multiple pet
ownership permit from the city. A Multi-Pet Permit is valid
for 1 year from the date of issuance.
Altered Pet License $6.00, Unaltered Pet License $22.00, Senior
Citizen (65+ Years) Altered Pet License $0. Multiple Pet Permit
$17.00.

HUMANE TREATMENT
No owner shall fail to provide his animal with veterinary
care when needed to prevent suffering.
No person shall beat, cruelly treat, torment, mentally
abuse, overload, overwork, or abuse an animal, or cause,
instigate, or permit any bullfight, or other combat
between animals or between animals and humans.
Every owner or other person having care and control of
any animal shall provide the following for each animal
under his care and control:
1. Sufficient food, in clean containers, as to maintain
the animal in good health;
2. Clean water, in a clean container, available to the
animal at all times;
3. Adequate shelter, allowing the animal to remain
dry and protected from the elements (wind,
precipitation, and direct sunlight), consisting of
three closed walls and a roof, and flooring which
keeps the animal out of water or mud in wet
conditions.
No person shall donate or agree to donate any live
animal as a prize for or as an inducement to enter any
contest, game, or other competition or an inducement to
enter a place of business, or offer such animal as an
incentive to enter into any business agreement whereby
the offer was for the purpose of attracting trade.
Any person who, as the operator of a motor vehicle,
strikes a domestic animal shall immediately report such
injury or death to the animal's owner. In the event the
owner cannot be ascertained and located, such operator
shall at once report the accident or incident to the city
police department or to the local humane society.
RUNNING AT LARGE
It shall be unlawful for any person owning or harboring an
animal to permit such animal to run at large.
Off-premises. Any dog, cat, or other animal which is not
restrained by means of a leash or chain of sufficient
strength and length to permit the animal's action to be
controlled while off-premises.
On-premises. Any dog, cat, or other animal not confined
on the premises of its owner by a substantial fence or
other enclosure of sufficient strength and height to
prevent the animal from escaping therefrom. However,
an animal shall not be considered to be "at large" if it is
secured on a premises by a leash or chain of sufficient
strength to prevent the animal from escaping from the
premises when the chain or leash is
extended to its maximum length.
However, every chained or
leashed animal shall be provided
access to water and food at all
times.
Any dog, cat or other animal
located in the bed or open
area of a vehicle, truck or
trailer such that the dog or
cat that could escape from
the bed or open area shall be
deemed to be "at large."

UNLAWFUL RESTRAINT
It shall be unlawful for a person to use a chain, rope, tether,
leash, cable or other device to attach a dog to a stationary
object or trolley system. Unless:
It is during a lawful animal event, veterinary
treatment, grooming, training or law enforcement
activity;
Is required to protect the safety or welfare of a
person or the dog, and the dog's owner maintains
direct physical control of the dog; or
Occurs on the owner's premises:
1. While the dog is within the owner's direct and
immediate physical control; and
2. Prevents the dog from advancing within 15 feet
of the edge of any public street.
IMPOUNDMENT
Any animal found to be “at large” shall be Impounded by
Animal Control at the Watauga Animal Services Center. The
owner of the impounded animal may redeem and recover the
animal upon payment of the impoundment fee, reasonable
care and feeding charges, veterinary fees, rabies vaccination
fees, and such other costs as determined by the animal
control officer in the city police department. If such animal is
not redeemed and recovered within four days after initial
notification (written or oral) to the owner, the animal shall
be deemed abandoned and may be placed for adoption,
subject to the adoption policies of the city, or the animal
control officer may humanely euthanize said animal by
injection or other means.
WILD ANIMALS
No person, except in a medical research project under
institutional supervision, circus, amusement park or zoo,
may own or harbor any of the following types of wild animals
in the city: Bear; Venomous snake, Tiger; Ape, Alligator; Fox,
Raccoon, Ring-tail, Bobcat, Coyote, Marten, Fowl to include
chickens, hawks, pigeons, turkeys and ducks, Lion, or Any
other wild animal capable of or inclined to do serious bodily
harm to humans or other animals or fowl.

DID YOU KNOW?
Did you know that feeding stray cats is against City
Ordinance and Citations shall be issued to any
homeowner in violation?
Harboring means the act of keeping and caring for an
animal or of providing premises to which the animal
returns for food, shelter, or care for a period of ten
days.
Owner means any person who has right or property
in an animal or allows an animal to remain about his
premises for a period of ten days.

