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COVID-19 SHELTER CLOSING The End is Near
Monday, May 11, 2020, the Watauga Animal
Services Center will reopen to the public.
The following guideline will be followed by all
visitors and staff at the Shelter to help
prevent the spread of COVID-19.
All visitors MUST bring and wear a mask at all times.
No more than 6 people in the Shelter at any given time,
including staff.
Social distancing shall be practiced.
No animals will be handled by the public without
proper hand sanitizing. Sanitizer is available at the
Shelter.

9 MOST COMMON SUMMER
DANGERS FOR PETS
Summer has long been a time for vacations, cookouts and pool
parties. When the temperature heats up, the dangers to pets increase,
too. To keep your dog, cat, and other furry friends safe, make sure you
are prepared.
1. Ticks
With all the time your pet will be spending outdoors, one of the
biggest dangers is ticks. During the summer, we recommends that you
or your dog walker check your pet for ticks at least once a day and
look thoroughly after walks or trips through wooded areas.
2. Dehydration and Heatstroke
Dehydration and heatstroke are very real threats when the dog days of
summer are upon us. Animals should always have fresh, clean water
available, whether it's summer or the dead of winter. Carry portable
water bowls on walks and bring them on vacation or long car rides.
Short-nosed dogs, like pugs, Japanese chins and bulldogs, pets with
dark fur or skin, animals that are overweight or ones that have thick
coats (like Himalayan or Persian cats), are especially prone to heat
stress.
3. Cars
We have all been guilty of it. You leave the dog or cat in the car to run
a quick errand inside a store. But in the summer months or if the
temperature is above 65 degrees, please avoid this bad habit.

4. Pools and Water
Despite what YouTube may tell us, cats and rabbits don't like to
swim, And not all dogs have mastered the doggie paddle. Some
may not like water, and certain breeds like pugs and terriers, may
have trouble swimming. So before you bring Fido to the beach or
pool, buy a flotation device (yes, dogs can wear floaties too!) to
keep your pup safe. Never try to force your pet into the water.
5. Snakes
More time spent outdoors means more potential encounters with
slithering serpents. Many are harmless, but sometimes a snake's
bite is worse than your dog's bark. Protect your pet (and the rest
of your family) by keeping your yard tidy. Snakes love to hide,
and tall grass and piles of junk are perfect spots. Remind kids that
if they see a snake — no matter if it's venomous or not — they
should back away and leave it alone.
6. Bee Stings
Buzz. Buzz. It may not be a pleasant sound to us, but it can cause
your pet to investigate. And while curiosity may not kill the cat
(or dog), it can get them stung.
7. Sidewalks
Ever heard the expression, "It's so hot, you can fry an egg on the
sidewalk"? Things like black pavement (or asphalt) can get very
hot and can harm your pets' paws.
8. Extra Fur
Grooming is especially important in warmer weather. Brush
your pet more often during the summer to get rid of excess or
matted fur, which can weigh a pet down and contribute to
overheating.
9. Barbecues and Family Cookouts
Everyone loves a cookout, especially your pet, who gets to feast
on table scraps. But a little of this and a taste of that can be bad
for pets — and not just for their waistlines.

Does Shaving Your Pet Help Keep Them Cool in
the Summer?
Summer is here and so is the Texas HEAT! Caring pet parents
want what’s pets for their fur babies. Shaving pets to keep cool
during the summer seems like common sense. When humans
get hot, we take off layers of clothing, the same concept should
go for animals too, right? Not exactly. Pets have a completely
different PH balance than humans. For example, we have sweat
glands all over our bodies to help keep us cool. However, our
pets only have sweat glands in their paw pads. Pet fur acts as an
insulator to regulate the pet’s temperature; to keep them cool or
warm. Shaving the pet exposes the skin to the elements, limits
his ability to cool himself down, and puts him at risk for
sunburn.
There are certain circumstances when getting your pet shaved
may be beneficial such as if he has hot spots. Hot spots can be
very tender to the touch for the pet. For this reason, it is
important to seek professional guidance when shaving a pet
with hot spots because they may be snippy due to such irritated
skin. Another reason a pet may need shaving is because of
matted hair. Long coated pets are easily susceptible to matting
if their coats are not properly maintained. Pets with matted fur
are prone to skin irritation and infections, especially if they are
often wet. Therefore, it is extremely important to brush your
long-coated pets daily all year round.
In conclusion, maintaining a neatly trimmed coat all year round
is perfectly fine to keep your pet cool during the warmer
months.
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